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My formal education gave me a base for understanding proportion, and 
Michael Taylor, my former employer and mentor, showed me how to put that 
knowledge to work. He was a master at manipulating scale. He was also fearless 
about using large-scale pieces, like a vast bed, in small rooms, such as a tiny bedroom 
– not a designer’s usual choice. He always knew as if by instinct when it would work, 
when it would create both instant drama and volume or a cozy cocoon-like space.

When working with exquisite pieces, it can be easy to forget that rooms are 
created to serve the needs of people rather than furniture. Sometimes a furniture 
layout looks brilliant on paper but doesn’t translate into three dimensions. It’s critical 
to determine whether people will move through the room naturally and gracefully, 
or if there are pockets of wasted space. Our evolutionary psychology has developed 
to deter us from entering spaces where we will feel conined. A back corner, even if 
illed with sumptuous chairs and sofas, will always remain empty at a gathering if 
guests have to maneuver around furniture to reach it.

Experience is the best remedy for addressing challenges having to do with 
scale and proportion. Whether the root problem is architectural or construction-
related, in the layout of a room, or in a house’s inherent nuances, it’s always thrilling 
to discover the best resolution for a space and plan, function and furnishings, and of 
course, the client’s needs.


