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CALENDAR

TODAY

Pests or Diseases That Af-
fect Fruit: 10:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m. Pacifica Graduate Institute
Market Garden and Orchard,

249 Lambert Road, Carpinteria.
“Those Pesky Pests!” Roundtable
discussion includes tricks, rem-
edies and tips on how to control
or eliminate fruit pests. Host is
Marshall Chrostowski, landscape
manager of Pacifica Graduate In-
stitute. Bring folding garden chair
or stool. Fruits, plants and baked
goods to share are welcome.
Free to PGl members, $3-$5
suggested donation for nonmem-
bers. For more information, call
451-4168.

CALM Antiques and Decora-
tive Arts Show: 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
today and 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday.
Earl Warren Showgrounds, 3400
Calle Real. Portion of proceeds
benefits Child Abuse Listen-
ing and Mediation. $6 general,
$5 seniors 62 and older, free
to children 12 and younger.

For more information, call April
Thede at 898-9715 or go to
www.calmantiqueshow.com.

Fall Plant Sale: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
daily through Nov. 3. Santa
Barbara Botanic Garden, 1212
Mission Canyon Road. Featur-
ing more than 450 varieties and
more than 5,000 native California
plants. Advice available from
staff and volunteers. All proceeds
benefit SBBG. Free admission.
682-4726 or www.sbbg.org.

Scarecrow Fest and Contest:
Various times and locations in
Solvang and other North County
cities through Nov. 11. Business-
es will participate by featuring a
scarecrow of their own creation,
posted at their location. Locals,
tourists and area merchants will
vote for winners in eight catego-
ries via ballot boxes scattered
throughout Solvang. Also: 2:

30 p.m. Nov. 20, “Valley’s Best
Scarecrow” will be announced

at Wildling Art Museum, 1511
Mission Ave., Solvang. Free
admission. For more information,
call Anna Ferguson Sparks at
877-327-2656.

SUNDAY

Arroyo Hondo Preserve
Docent Tours: 10 a.m.-noon.
Feb. 5. Arroyo Hondo Preserve,
between Refugio State Beach
and Gaviota State Park. Join
docent on hike along creek and to
lookout point with ocean and can-
yon views. Reservations required.
Free. 567-1115.

THURSDAY

Ventura County Rose Society
Meeting: 6:30 p.m. advice from
consulting Rosarians and refresh-
ments, 7 p.m. rose presentations,
7:30 p.m. program. Ventura Coun-
ty Office of Education Confer-
ence Center, 5100 Adolfo Road,
Camarillo. Speaker is Christian
Bedard, research director for
Weeks Roses, in Pomona. Free.
For more information, call Janet
Sklar at 818-337-9970, Dawn-
Marie Johnson at 523-9003 or go
to www.venturarose.org.

ONGOING

Fairview Gardens Tours:
10 a.m. to sunset daily. Center
for Urban Agriculture at Fairview
Gardens, 598 N. Fairview Ave.,
Goleta. Self-guided. Free. 967-
7369 or www.fairviewgardens.org.

Fabing-McKay-Spanne
House Tours: 9-11 a.m.
Mondays and Thursdays.

207 N. L St., Lompoc. The
historic house, blacksmith

shop, reference room, museum
room and carriage house are
available for viewing. Hosted by
Lompoc Valley Historical Society.
Admission by donation. 735-4626
or www.lompochistory.org.

Santa Barbara County
Courthouse Tours: 2 p.m. daily;
10:30 a.m. Mondays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Fridays. 1100
Anacapa St. Tours begin in Mural
Room on second floor. Free.
962-6464. Also, garden tours
available by request. Free. 969-
4225,

For more Home & Gar-
den Calendar listings, see
www.newspress.com. Submit
items two weeks in advance to
listings @ newspress.com.
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The Montecito home featured in “Suzanne Tucker Interiors: The Romance of Design” has red
chairs in the dining room to accent the neutral palette. Below, an antique French tapestry hangs in
the living room of the home on a hilltop in Montecito.

WHERE TO BUY

“Suzanne Tucker Interiors: The Romance of Design” by Suzanne Tucker is available at Tecolote
Book Shop, 1470 East Valley Road in Montecito. For more information, call 969-4977 or 347-404-
4177 or visit www.tuckerandmarks.com
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Montecito childhood guides San
Franciscan’s interior designs

By MARILYN MCMAHON
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER

A “charmed childhood growing up in Montecito” has been a “powerful
influence” on Suzanne Tucker’s career as an award-winning designer based

in San Francisco.

“The beauty of the architecture, inherently gracious houses, historic
precedents of style, enchanted gardens, fabulous parties, the unique quality
of the light, colors of the beaches, mountains blanketed in purple Ceanothus
in the spring that turn pink at sunset and golden in the summer — all this
is lodged deep in my visual and sensual memories, grounding how I create
layered and elegant environments for others,” she writes in the introduction
to her newly published book, “Suzanne Tucker Interiors: The Romance of

Design” (The Monacelli Press, $65).

The handsome, 287-page coffee table book is dedicated to Monica Towers
Tucker, “my beautiful, gracious and elegant mother” who lives at Casa
Dorinda, a retirement community in Montecito.

Ms. Tucker, who was recently honored as San Francisco Design Center’s
2013 Designer of Distinction and has been named repeatedly to Architectural
Digest’s “AD100” list of architects and designers, includes 15 different homes
in her second book. The first, “Rooms to Remember; The Classic Interiors of
Suzanne Tucker,” was published in 2009.

Residences she has designed in her latest book range from an art-filled
contemporary townhouse to a massive mountain lodge, from a Normandy-
style country estate to her own home, which she describes in the book as a
“house with a little bit of French, some Italian, and a good dose of my Santa

Barbara roots.”

One of the homes in the Montecito foothills is featured in the chapter titled,
“Bella Vista,” (Beautiful View) because it is on a hilltop with spectacular 360-
degree views of the coast, the Santa Ynez Mountains and the Channel Islands.

“It was a joyous project,” said Ms. Tucker, 58, during a phone interview from
her home in San Francisco. “The clients had bought the property earlier and
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Ebony and ivory dominate in the powder room, which has a custom, hand-

painted vanity at the Montecito home.

GROWING

CONCERNS
K. Reka Badger

2013-14 Master gardener training

allen leaves scuttle ahead

of fickle autumn breezes,

nighttime temperatures

continue to drop and

rain emerges as an actual
possibility. While the swinging of the
seasons brings changes in our weather
and wardrobes, it also signals the
enrollment of a new class of Santa
Barbara County’s Master Gardener
trainees.

On Saturday, Nov. 2, local Master
Gardeners, affectionately known
simply as MGs, will host an orientation
for plant lovers interested in joining
the program’s class of 2014. The two-
hour event takes place at the University
of California Cooperative Extension
offices (UCCE), in Goleta, and will
showcase details about the venerable

program and courses required for
certification.

Following the orientation,
prospective MGs will have until
Nov. 15 to file an application for the
training. Interviews of candidates
will take place on Dec. 4 and 11, with
classes scheduled to take place most
Wednesdays, from Feb. 12 through
graduation day on June 18.

The Master Gardener program
provides participants with
fundamental horticultural knowledge
and prepares them for volunteer
work in that field. By hosting public
workshops, staffing booths at farmers
markets and working with Grow Your
Own Way, in conjunction with the local
Food Bank, MGs share their knowledge
with the wider community.

“If a person is interested in
sustainable gardening — both
ornamental and edible,” explained Ed
Caro, chairman of the MG Training
Committee, “they can get state-of-
the-art tutelage from the University of
California on both subjects. After the
training, they get to help other home
gardeners ... and use their training to
make a beautiful and bountiful home.”

The classes that MGs must complete
for certification offer in-depth
explorations of soil, irrigation and pest
control — with a focus on ecologically
friendly Integrated Pest Management
— as well as pruning, propagation
and general plant care. Speakers
from the University of California (UC)
educational and research system, along
with a roster of horticulture specialists

and current MGs, teach science-based
gardening practices and teach students
to be educators.

Classes, which are held both indoors
and out, include an abundance of
hands-on experience designed to
equip students to share what they’ve
learned. In exchange for the training,
MGs who have completed the classes
and passed an exam are asked to
fulfill a modest number of volunteer
hours with the county’s Cooperative
Extension program and in the
community.

Under the supervision of the UCCE
Horticulture Advisor, graduates of
the program participate in an array
of fun and worthy projects, including
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Among the photographs in the book is the guest bedroom in Ms. Tucker’s home in San Francisco.
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Fall Plant Sale

October 5 = November 3, 2013
10:00am — 5:00pm

At the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden
1212 Mission Canyon Road Santa Barbara, CA 93105

= Oheer 6,000 plants

¢ More than 450 species of plants from
the many habitats of California

* The largest native plant sale between
Los Angeles and San Francisoo
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chose Michael De Rose, a Santa
Barbara designer, to plan it. I

was called in when the house was
under construction and worked on
some of the interior architecture.

“It has what I would call an
Italian monastery feel — not quite
avilla nor a farmhouse,” Ms.
Tucker said.

As she does with all her
projects, the first thing she did
was spend time listening to her
clients tell her about the way they
lived, how they entertained and
how the house would work for
them.

“The couple had lived in Asia
for a number of years and had
some interesting collections that
I wanted to add to the mix. For
example, they have two elephant
statues from Thailand that I
absolutely love. For the color
palette, I chose neutrals — taupe,
gray and cream. The woman, a
stunning brunette, likes to wear
neutral colors with accents of red.
T used red in the dining room for
the chair covers and in the living
room, there is an antique French
tapestry in reds, browns and
greens,’ said Ms. Tucker.

A native of Washington, D.C.,
Ms. Tucker came to Santa Barbara
in 1957 at the age of 3 with her
mother and father, the late Forrest
Tucker. She attended Marymount
School on the Riviera, then a
school for girls from kindergarten
through 12th grade.

“I spent most of my time there
but ended up graduating from
Santa Barbara High School in
1972 said Ms. Tucker. “After two
years at the University of Oregon
in Eugene, I transferred to UCLA.
I couldn’t take that rainy weather.
I was a Southern California girl.”

After earning her bachelor’s
degree in 1976 from UCLA, she
entered the executive training
program at Macy’s department
store in Los Angeles for a year
until she was recruited to manage
the Yves Saint Laurent, Louis
Vuitton and Bottega Veneta
boutiques in the I. Magnin store in
Beverly Hills.

“It was a fabulous experience
for a 22-year-old. Nancy Reagan
and Betsy Bloomingdale and their
friends were frequent shoppers,”’
said Ms. Tucker, who left two years
later to move to London because

TUCKER

SUZANNE

Suzanne Tucker, a former resident of Montecito, is the author of
“Suzanne Tucker Interiors: The Romance of Design.” She also has
written “Rooms to Remember: The Classic Interiors of Suzanne
Tucker,” which was published in 2009.

of a “serious romance.”

While there, her focus shifted
from fashion to interior design
when she worked with an assistant
to John Fowler of Colefax and
Fowler, a prestigious interior
design firm that is noted for its
“chintz in glorious faded colours,
curtains meticulously swagged,
fringed and tasselled, the most
comfortable upholstery and
expertly applied paint finishes,
all set in timeless interiors
and discreetly lit to show off
beautiful antiques and paintings,”’
according to a book by Chester
Jones.

Two years later, Ms. Tucker
returned to the United States
to work in San Francisco
with the well-known designer
Michael Taylor, the inventor of
what has come to be known as
the California look — white-
walled, light-filled rooms with
boldly overscaled furniture and
decorative accessories.

“It was the complete antithesis
of the Colefax and Fowler
signature design. Working
there was a once-in-a-lifetime
experience,’ said Ms. Tucker, who
started her own firm after Mr.
Taylor died in 1986.

Asked about her signature look,
Ms. Tucker said, “I stay away
intentionally from a signature
look. I prefer adjectives like
comfortable, inviting, and elegant,
whether the home is casual or
formal, in the city or the country.
It’s a very personal style. The best

compliment I can receive is when
someone says they saw a house
that I did, and it looked so much
like the occupants.

“My diehard rule is that scale
and proportion are everything
when it comes to design,” she
added, noting that in her role
as an interior designer, she
“definitely gets into people’s
private lives. You have to be
discreet. You have to think on
your feet. Murphy’s Law is always
in play.”

Ms. Tucker laughed as she
recalled the time a new piece of
furniture was “christened” by a
client’s toddler.

“Ten minutes after we moved
the sofa into the library, the little
girl climbed on it and proceeded
to pee. The mother was horrified,
very embarrassed. Having had
a child, it didn’t bother me. We
cleaned it up quickly,” said the
designer, whose daughter is now
27.

For those contemplating
interior design projects, Ms.
Tucker offers some tips: “Do your
homework. Take time to find
what resonates with you. Don’t be
afraid to work with a designer who
can save you costly mistakes. Don’t
feel you have to do everything all
at once. Houses can evolve over
time. Finally, if something looks
wrong to you, it probably is. Trust
your instinct.”

email:
mmemahon@newspress.com

Master Gardener program began in 1972
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the care of historical gardens. They
are qualified to answer the MG
telephone Helpline (Which offers
free advice on home gardening
concerns), provide demonstrations
at local gardens, participate
in seminars and educational
programs, and host informational
booths at area events.

MGs receive volunteer credit
for time spent participating in
approved activities, and through
their involvement in these
programs, they provide a valuable
service. In addition to promoting
best practices in the care of plants,
they also enjoy ongoing personal
enrichment in the ever-compelling
field of horticulture.

Garden lovers are encouraged
to sign up for this year’s training

session if they are residents of
Santa Barbara County, harbor a
desire to expand their knowledge
of plants, are 18 years or older and
willing to share what they learn
with friends and neighbors.

The Master Gardener
program launched in 1972, when
Washington state extension agents
found they could no longer field all
the horticultural questions posed
by home gardeners. Since then,
the program has grown to include
branches in all 50 states, as well as
in Canada.

As an MG (Class of 98), I can
attest to the rich rewards the
program offers. Far more than
just a series of classes, the MG
training opens the door to the
joys of stimulating field trips,
festive potluck feasts and, best of
all, helping others grow healthy,
beautiful gardens.

For more information about

AMgl1290
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the Master Gardener program

or to fill out an application to
become an MG, visit http://
cesantabarbara.ucanr.edu/Master_
Gardener/. The orientation takes
place Saturday, Nov. 2,10 a.m. to
12 p.m., at 6590 Hollister, Ste. 275,
Goleta. To attend the orientation,
please email anrmgsb@ucanr.edu
or call 893-3485. Prospective
students need not fill out

an application to attend the
orientation.

MG candidate interviews are on
Dec. 4 and 11, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Classes,
held Wednesdays from 1:30-4:

40 p.m., begin Feb. 12, 2014, with
graduation slated for June 18. Cost
of the course is $95.

K. Reka Badger is a Master
Gardener who writes from her
home near Templeton. Email her at
life@newspress.com.
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