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DECORATOR SHOWCASE

THE 2024 SAN FRANCISCO /! C I

TEXT KENDRA BOUTELL

HIS YEAR, the San Francisco
Decorator Showcase chose a
magnificent five-level Dutch
Colonial Revival mansion on
Pacific Heights’ Gold Coast built
by architect Walter D. Bliss.
Thirty-five years ago, the showcase selected
the same late 19th-century estate as its venue.
Suzanne Tucker of Tucker & Marks designed
the formal dining room on the main floor.
Tucker returned to the room for a repeat
performance, honoring the interior architecture’s
exposed oak beams and intricately carved fire-
place while reimagining the space for 21st-
century living. Her room, titled “Then and Now,”
reflects the showcase’s ambiance, where thirty-
seven designers deftly balanced Gilded Age
aesthetics with modern sensibilities.

Bliss, an MIT graduate who first worked for
McKim, Mead & White in New York City,
designed the home in the style of wealthy New
Amsterdam. With a modified gambrel roof, red
brick sheathing, corner embellishments, and
white marble trim, its dramatic entrance boasts
massive mahogany doors flanked by double pairs
of fluted Doric columns that lead to the classically
proportioned public rooms, revealing a vision of
the Golden Gate. It was the architect’s first
project, commissioned by his father, lumber and
railroad baron Duane L. Bliss. The younger Bliss,
with his architectural partner William Baker
Faville, designed several San Francisco land-
marks, including the Geary Theater, where they
mixed Victorian and neoclassical elements. cH

Jondela Cruz
DE LA CRUZ INTERIOR DESIGN

On the top level, Jon de la Cruz's "The Observa-
tory" is a family room for all reasons. The blue
and green color palette echoes the panoramic
views of San Francisco Bay and its verdant land-
scape. Drapes fabricated from Sandra Jordan's
Prima Alpaca textile embrace the windows. De
la Cruz juxtaposed voluptuous upholstery in
Rubelli's flora-printed chenille with Joe Rudko's
deconstructed collages. In lieu of a ceiling fixture,
Ai Weiwei's Bird Kite takes flight.

Photography by John Merkl




Kristen Pefia

K INTERIORS

Kristen Pefia of K Interiors layered her aubergine “Jewel Box
Kitchen” with rich textures and materials from the ground up.
Ceramicist Linda Fahey crafted eggplant, cream, and chocolate floor
tiles. TBC Plaster Artisans finished the walls in a brown burgundy
Venetian plaster contrasted with Da Vinci Marble's vivid book-
matched Calacatta Monet marble backsplash. Caroline Lizarraga's
decorative ceiling in the same shade as the walls draw the eye up.
Photography by Christopher Stark
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Suzanne Tucker
TUCKER & MARKS

Suzanne Tucker and Principal Amanda Ahlgren created a botanical-themed dining
room, starting with Stancil Studios’ pale faux bois shell punctuated by green and violet
hues with bronze accents. The quatrefoil back of the Fortuny-covered Dennis & Leen
dining chairs echoes the mirrored treillage wall panels and petal-patterned seagrass
rug. A canted corner iron console from Paul Ferrante acts as a bar surmounted by an
early Richard Diebenkorn oil. Photography by Roger Davies



