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leading interior designers, known for

her timeless style and elegant interi-
ors. Her projects are frequently published in
magazines worldwide, and "Architectural
Digest” has honored her repeatedly on the
AD100 list of top designers. Recently she
was honored as San Francisco Design Cen-
ter's 2013 Designer of Distinction.

In 1986 she and her husband and part-

ner, Timothy FE Marks, founded Tucker &
Marks. Suzanne Tucker Home was launched

S uzanne Tucker is one of the country’s

in 2009 with her textile, tabletop, and home
furnishings line. She serves on the board of
directors of the Institute of Classical Archi-
tecture & Art, the West Coast Council of The
(Carden Conservancy, and on the Executive
Cabinet of the Leaders of Design Council.

VIP: Talk about the title of your lovely new
book "Suzanne Tucker INTERIORS: The Ro-
mance of Design.” You state in your book
that "a house can be a lifelong romance,
and we should find ourselves falling in love
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with our homes over and over again.” How does one
do that?

Suzonne Tucker: Interestingly enough, the subtitle of
the book didn't come until after [ had put together
all the imagery and how it would flow through the
book. Then [ wrote the introduction. [ was looking at
all the different houses, and I realized there is such a
depth of stories to my clients’ lives, and there is al-
most a romance of seduction—getting into one’s
home, dressing and caring for it and nurturing it. Ro-
mance around design is adding to a home so that in
your travels if you find something at an antiques
dealer or shop and you bring it back, then it becomes
part of your life.

VIP: In your book you write that "design begins in the
details” like hinges, cabinet pulls and doorknobs,
and even sink faucets. You call them “house jewelry.”
5T: When | say that in mixed company, the husband
usually says ‘that sounds expensive’ and the wife says
‘Oh, great!” You care about it because you see it and
touch it every day, and these details are important to
a house. The finials and the feel of a doorknob: how
do they feel in your hand? Those are personal aspects
of a house.

VIP: When you meet a client for the first time, do you
have a checklist of general questions you ask as you
learn his or her taste and interests, quesfions about
entertaining, reading, hobbies, children and family
gatherings, budget and so on. | would think this
would be the most important aspect in the interior
design process.

5T: [ don't start off with a specific written checklist.
But I have one in my mind. Later, [ give the client a
written questionnaire that lists things like his and
hers closets and dressing rooms and kitchens because
they tend to be very specific. [ will show clients im-
agery and textiles, and I watch how they respond.
Some people don't know what their style is. Budget is
always an important question to ask and to under-
stand in embarking on a project together, and many
clients are reluctant to give a budget, so I talk about
comfort zones. Some people don't know where to
even begin....I'm happy to work with budgets, but I'll
be the first one to say to a client ‘this is where you
need to spend your money.

VIP: What are the major challenges you face when
you begin a projed for a client, whether it be a peni-
house in a metropolitan city or a small beachfront
condo?

5T: 1 encourage my clients to share their dreams with
me and speak freely about what's important to them,
about their collections, and how they like to spend
their free time. What are their favorite colors? Do
they love to travel? Do they like the look of painted
furniture or like to keep it natural? Discussing their
personal preferences is integral to the success of the
design project.

.....It's challenging getting into people’s heads, so
to speak, but you must be a good listener, and I'm a

very good listener.

VIP: Was it more challenging to redesign your per-
sonal heme than a client’'s home?

5T: Absolutely! [ pay much more attention to my
clients’ homes than [ do to my own because | feel a
great responsibility to them. They've hired me to do
their homes and realize their dreams....My house is
always in a metamorphosis. Some clients move
things around. Others leave their furnishings in the
same place.

VIP: What trends are you seeing in your field?

5T: It varies with the age of my clients. My clients
whose children have gone to college gradually transi-
tion those rooms into extra guest rooms or double
duty rooms. My older clients are beginning to down-
size and having great fun doing a smaller house. My
yvounger clients with a new family starting out are
very thoughtful about how they want their home to
function, and they think about family and together-
ness.

As for trends, some are going away from formal
separate dining rooms and opting for a more open
look. Also, fumiture is more transit and does double
duty. Antiques can be mixed with contemporary and
create a much more interesting interior.

VIP: What aspect of interior design do you most
enjoy and why# In the introduction to your new book
you talk about the many hats an interior designer
must wear: detective, diplomat, coach, psychologist,
marriage counselor, educator, peacekeeper, and
confidant.

5T: That is all true. What I most enjoy, | must admit,
is getting a new set of plans. [ will take the plans
home and work on them until midnight. I love look-
ing at plans, architecture, and reconfiguring a space
for the people who live there. [ love personalizing my
projects, and [ love getting to know my clients.

VIP: Do you have a favorite design style?
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ST: It's the Regency period, which features beautifully made and carved,
graceful and elegant furniture. Stylistically, I like going across the board.
To me almost everything can work. [t's how yvou put it together.

WIP: Is there a resurgence of interest in wallpaper vs. paint or vice versa?
5T: Wall coverings can give a room a more unique character vs. flat paint.
| use wallpaper whenever and wherever | can. [ line closets and drawers
with wallpaper.

WIP: What are the most serene colors for a bedroom, especially for light
sleepers?

5T: In the 1950s and 60s many hospital rooms were painted green be-
cause this color was found to be the most relaxing. But you must carefully
choose the shade of green so you don't look sallow. In a bedroom the key
is lighting to create a softer, more serene mood.

WIP: Should we change rooms seasonally?

ST: I'love doing that. [ love Southerners for that. Some of my clients use
red lamp shades for the Christmas holidays. Think of lightening up for
the summer with pillows and slip covered pillows. In the fall and winter
bring out those nice, cozy throws, and use stronger, heavier colors.

WIP: | have read that a homeowner should spend the night in each of his
guest bedrooms fo see what might be missing. True?

ST: I completely agree with that. [s the bed really comfortable, first and
foremost? s the light in the right place, and are the bathroom and closets
properly set up? Think about what you want to find in a guest room and
what would surprise you. It's so nice to think in terms of what that person
really likes. The Peninsula Hotel in Beverly Hills has the center bed pillow
with your monogram on it

WIP: If you could wave a magic wand,
where would you live, in what style of
home, and why?

5T: That is a hard question to answer. |
get terrible cases of wanderlust. [ love
to travel. [ feel so much at home in the
South. But if [ had to stay put, it would
be in Santa Barbara, in Montecito,
where | currently live. Architecturally,
Santa Barbara is a fabulous, beautiful
city. There are no billboards on the
freeways, and nothing over a certain
height. In 1962 it was the first city in
the country to set down building
codes and establish esthetics rules.
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“INTERIORS: The Romance of Design” by Suzanne Tucker

CR 2013. Published by The Monacelli Press (monacellipress.com)
For more Information, visit www.suzannetuckerhome.com.
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